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In order to encourage talented young 
musicians all over Europe a Music Prize is 
presented annually on occasion of each 
Lions Europa Forum. In 2026 the instru-
ment is the Piano, chosen by the host 
country, the Lions from Germany. 

It is a pleasure to let the LEMC happen 
for the 34th time now as an implemen-
ted part of the Lions Europa Forum. 
Lions take the chance to do what is ne-
cessary to be done: Supporting young 
people in culture that connects Europe 
as a whole. 

According to this “Leitmotiv” we will en-
joy on Friday also the concert of the “Li-
ons European Chamber Players”
(LECP) – our Lions Orchestra with former 
prize winners and students from all over 
Europe. Welcome at the Christus-Kirche, 
Karlsruhe at 6 pm! Tickets available at 
the spot. 
And we celebrate the Charter of the 
newly founded Lions Club “Resonance 
Europe” for professional musicians at the 
end of the concert. The charter diploma 
will be handed out through our Interna-
tional President Mark Lyon. 
In these hard times with struggles and 
war it is highly relevant to foster under-

standing and friendship – music culture 
is a perfect bridge for it. 
I am very happy about the Volunteers 
that help us to let this competition hap-
pen: Thanks to Lions Friends from France 
and Germany!

Conditions for participation: 
Participants must have their 24th birth-
day in 2026 or later. 
Each member country of the Europa Fo-
rum may nominate one participant for 
the competition. Preliminary competiti-
ons are held in most of the participating 
member countries or in smaller regional 
areas. 

The prizes will be:
 1st prize:  5‘000 €
 2nd prize:  3‘000 € 
 3rd prize:  2‘000 €

And as a special prize:   

Prize of the audience:  1.000 €
(sponsored by the Lions of different participa-
ting countries, all listeners who are present at 
the Concert of the Six Best can vote!)

DG Ingo Brookmann
Chairperson LEMC, Chairperson LECP 

greeting

Donations are always welcome! Just get in touch with the chairperson.

For further information please visit us on facebook or get in contact with:
Ingo.Brookmann@t-online.de   – Chairperson – 

�
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SOPHIE PACINI

schedule jury
 Thursday, 22th October   beginning at 9:30 am till afternoon

• obligatory piece: 
 R. Schumann: Abegg- Variationen op.1
• one piece chosen from the repertoire list

all candidates perform

 Please do not enter the concert room during the performances.

Friday, 23th October 12 - 2 pm  Mombert-Hall

 Greetings:  
DG Ingo Brookmann, Chairperson of the LEMC

 Concert of the „Six Best“
• new composition of Felix Schausberger  “Ocean”, written for 
 the Lions Europa Forum 2026 Karlsruhe     also see second last page

• This piece will be followed by another piece of own choice 
 from the repertoire list.

break

 Special Guest - Surprise

 Announcement Prize of the Audience 

 Announcement of the winners of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes
 At the beginning of the 2nd   part the audience will be told the names 
 of the six candidates the jury has chosen to perform in the Final.

Since making her concert debut at the 
age of just eight, the young German-
Italian pianist Sophie Pacini has con-
quered the stages of the world’s most 
prestigious concert halls – including 
the Philharmonie in Munich and Ber-
lin, the Gewandhaus in Leipzig, the 
Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg, and 
Suntory Hall in Tokyo, as well as 
venues in Vienna, Hong Kong, Paris, 
Brussels, and London.
By the age of 19, she had already 
completed her concert diploma with 
distinction at the Institute for the 
Highly Gifted at the Mozarteum Salz-
burg.
Since then, she has captivated au-
diences with acclaimed recitals at re-
nowned international piano festivals, 
such as the Klavier-Festival Ruhr, the 
Rheingau Musik Festival, the Lucerne 
Festival, and the MDR Musiksommer, 
among others.
A project particularly close to the Mu-
nich native's heart is her own festival, 
"Nuancen," launched in 2023 and held 
in her home community of Aying.
Sophie Pacini performs with distin-
guished orchestras such as the Ge-
wandhausorchester Leipzig, the Ton-
halle-Orchester Zürich, the Tokyo 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Munich 

Radio Orchestra, and the Lucerne 
Symphony Orchestra.
Her outstanding achievements have 
been recognized with numerous 
awards, including the International 
Classical Music Award (ICMA) in 2017 
and the ECHO Klassik award for 
"Young Artist of the Year" (Piano).
Her albums *In Between* (2018), 
*Rimembranza* (2020), and *Puzzle* 
(2022) shot straight into the top ten of 
the German classical music charts. 
With her current hit album *bitter-
sweet* (2025), Sophie Pacini once 
again strikes a chord with the times: 
inspired by a moving concert at a wo-
men's shelter in Munich, she created a 
deeply personal musical diary inten-
ded to offer solace to those facing per-
sonal crises. For years, Sophie Pacini 
has been dedicated to introducing 
children and young people to classical 
music; she aims to make the genre ac-
cessible to everyone, everywhere, and 
develops new concert and broadcast 
formats for radio and television. She is 
a full member of the European Acade-
my of Sciences and Arts.  
She shares a special friendship with 
the legendary Martha Argerich, with 
whom she regularly performs duo 
concerts.

www.sophie-pacini.com

"For Sophie Pacini, the expression of 

emotion never becomes an end in itself : 

everything remains play, art, and 

reflection – surprising and illuminating 

at every moment."

"The ideal interpreter 

for 19th-century piano music"

2nd
round

FINAL 

1st
round



DENYS PROSHAYEVJONATHAN RASPIENGAS

juryjury

“Klangmagier“, „Russischer Eusebius“ 
and „brillanter Virtuose von ganz gro-
ßem Format“ are just a few of the 
accolades music critics have besto-
wed upon pianist Denys Proshayev 
since he won the ARD International 
Music Competition. Trained by – 
among others – Prof. Vladimir Krainev 
(one of the last master students of 
Heinrich Neuhaus) and maintaining 
an ongoing artistic dialogue with his 
mentor Prof. Oleg Maisenberg, Pros-
hayev has developed into an outstan-
ding artist who performs in major 
concert halls and with renowned or-
chestras. His extensive repertoire en-
compasses not only 40 piano concer-
tos and a wide range of chamber 
music compositions but also nume-
rous solo works spanning all musical 
eras – including J.S. Bach’s *The Well-
Tempered Clavier*, which is due for re-
lease on CD soon. His other recordings 

are dedicated to works by J.P. Rameau 
(Sony Classical), as well as J.S. Bach, 
L. van Beethoven, R. Schumann, and 
A. Schnittke (Piano Classics).

In 2018, Proshayev co-founded the 
“Musikfest Melle” with Nadia Mokhta-
ri – Lower Saxony’s first international 
piano festival. Now entering its 
eighth year, the event was a resoun-
ding success from its very first editi-
on.

Furthermore, Denys Proshayev tea-
ches at the Royal Conservatory of The 
Hague and, as of 2024, holds a full 
professorship in piano at the Karlsru-
he University of Music, where he also 
heads the keyboard department. 

www.proshayev.com
www.musikfestmelle.com

Jonathan Raspiengeas is famous for 
his professionalism, skill, enthusiasm, 
humility, and originality wherever he 
performs, whether as a conductor or 
pianist, soloist or chamber musician.

He has received and continues to re-
ceive support from acclaimed artists 
such as Thibault Cauvin, Pierre Dutot, 
Adélaïde Ferrière, Thierry Malandain, 
and Dominique Rouits, and has wor-
ked alongside renowned conductors 
such as Yutaka Sado, Armin Jordan, 
Jesús López Cobos, Hannu Lintu, Paa-
vo Järvi, and Claudio Abbado.

At 20, Jonathan Raspiengeas remains 
the youngest graduate of the conduc-
ting program at the École Normale de 
Musique Alfred Cortot in Paris.

He also holds degrees from the Royal 
Academy of Music in London (conduc-
ting) and the prestigious Juilliard 
School in New York (Advanced Pro-
gram Diploma in piano and conduc-
ting), and is a prizewinner in internati-
onal competitions.

jonathanraspiengeas.com

Foto: © Uwe Arens



age 20

I 
F. Chopin   Scherzo Nr.1 in h-Moll, op. 20

II
F. Chopin   Scherzo Nr.2 in b-Moll, op. 31

spons. by Romania D 124

LUCA CÎRSTEAN Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

10:30 am

MADITA WARTER
age 20

I
J. S. Bach   Italienisches Konzert BWV 971 

II
F. Chopin   Polonaise - Fantasie As-Dur 
   op. 61

spons. by Austria MD 114

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

09:50 am

candidates

JAKUB CHWASTYNIAK
age 21

I
F. Chopin   Ballade Nr. 1 g-Moll op. 23 

II
F. Chopin   Scherzo Nr. 1 h-Moll, op. 20

spons. by Poland D 121

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

09:30 am

DAVID KOOI
age 17

I
F. Liszt  Ungarische Rhapsodie Nr. 2 
  cis-Moll S 244

II
F. Chopin  Ballade Nr. 4 f- Moll, op. 52 

spons. by the Nederlands MD 110

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

10:10 am

MASSIMO TADDEI
age 24

I
F. Chopin   Ballade Nr. 1, g-Moll op. 23

II
R. Schumann   Toccata C-Dur op. 7 

spons. by Italy MD 108

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

10:50 am



BURCU YAKAR
age 20

I
Sergei Prokofiev   Sonata No.1 Op.1 

II
Frédéric Chopin  Scherzo No. 1 

spons. by Turkey MD 118

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

11:30 am

TULE DJEVRIJE
age 20 

I
S. Prokofiev   Sonata No.1 Op. 1 

II
F. Chopin    Scherzo No.1 h-moll, op. 20

spons. by North Macedonia D 132

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

11:50 am

LUCAS BISCHOFF
age 23

I
F. Chopin   Ballade Nr. 1 g-Moll, op. 23

II
F. Liszt   Ungarische Rhapsodie 
   Nr. 2 cis-Moll, S 244 

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

12:10 pm

spons. by France MD 103

age 23

I
J. S. Bach: Italienisches   Konzert BWV 971

II
F. Chopin   Ballade Nr. 1, g-Moll op. 23

spons. by Greece-Cyprus MD 117

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

12:30 pm

age 15

I
G.F. Händel   Chaconne in G-Dur, HWV 435

II
F. Chopin   Scherzo Nr.1 h- Moll, op. 20

spons. by Belgium MD 102

SVERRE D'HOOGHE

ELISAVET ZERVAKI

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

12:50 pm

EMILIS ŠARINSKAS
age 23

I
L. v. Beethoven   „Rondo all'ingharese - 
    Wut über den verlorenen 
    Groschen" G- Dur, op. 129

II
F. Liszt   Rigoletto Paraphrase S 434

spons. by Lithuania D 131

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

11:10 am



NIKITA KHNYKIN
age 23

I
F. Chopin   Ballade Nr. 4 f-Moll, op. 52

II
F. Chopin   Scherzo Nr. 2 b-Moll, op.31

spons. by Norway MD 104

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

14:50 pm

OTSO JOHANNES KALLIO
age 18

I
S. Prokofiev   Sonata Nr. 1 f-Moll, op. 1

II
J. Brahms   Rhapsodie op. 79/1 h- Moll

spons. by Finland MD 107

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

14:30 pm

age 20

I 
S. Prokofiev   Sonata Nr. 1 f-Moll, op. 1

II
F. Chopin   Polonaise-Fantasie 
   As-Dur, op. 61

spons. by Germany MD 111

CLARA MARGARETHE MANDLER Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

15:10 pm

JAVELYN KRYEZIU
age 22

I
J. Brahms   Rhapsodie op. 79/1 h- Moll

II
S. Prokofiev   Sonata Nr. 1 f- Moll, op. 1 

spons. by Switzerland/Liechtenstein MD 102

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

15:30 pm

MADIS SIKK
age 20

I
S. Prokofiev   Sonata Nr. 1  f-Moll, op. 1

II
F. Chopin    Ballade Nr. 1 g-Moll, op. 23

spons. by Estonia D 120

Estimated time of performance 
in the 1st round:   

13:10 pm

break
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